Please remember that the My Donate facility has disappeared from our
website. This was because BT stopped funding it. Our new means of easy
donation was then via the Wonderful platform. Unfortunately, Wonderful
lost it’s backing, so now we are using Give.net. Look for it’s deep red
“Support Us” button on a number of pages on the website. You can use it
for one-off donations and regular ones too.

Supporting African International Christian Ministry in south-west Uganda
www.aicm.org.uk

Remember too that recently FAICM sent £3,187 to AICM in gifts
purchased from the Alternative Gift catalogue. Please look at the new
leaflet for possible presents not just for Christmas, but for any gifts
throughout the year. Ask for one through the post, or as an email
attachment. It is on the website too, under “Get Involved/Alternative
Gifts”. Keep EasyFundraising in mind when you buy on the internet.
Information on how to use it is on our website. It costs you nothing except
a few minutes of your time. It has raised nearly £800 since we started using
it.

Nov 2020

Alocal newspaper report
To make a donation to the work of AICM, please complete this form and
send it with your name, address and cheque to:
The Treasurer, Friends of AICM, Mr Mick Lloyd, Greenleas,
Orchard Way, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3LN.
I enclose a cheque for £..................

For general funds/specific purpose (specify)…………….....................
I am a UK taxpayer and under the Gift Aid scheme, I would like FAICM
to claim back tax on all donations until further notice.

Signed

Date
The ceremony, officials on the left with spectators on the right

Membership, Newsletter, Website and Sponsorship;
Mike & Gill Henderson, Tel:01480 466101, or
email: henderson_michael@sky.com
General enquiries:
Secretary enquiries@aicm.org.uk (Copy this address onto an email)
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“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds”
Staff, parents and children at Murubindi Primary School praise God and
give thanks for gifts of love recently received from AICM, delivered via our
Friends of AICM Alternative Gifts.

Message from Colin Townsend - Chairman
Greetings to all of you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. In these
strange and worrying times for all of us, both here and in Uganda, the
psalmist reminds us, in Psalm 103 and verse 19 that ”The Lord has
established His throne in Heaven and His kingdom rules over all”. We
1

have a Sovereign Lord in whom we can trust and in the crucified and
risen Christ a certain hope of life beyond death. We are privileged to
pray for one another as we look to serve God in whatever way possible
both here and in the communities served by AICM in Uganda.
May I remind you of two current aspects of our support for the ministry
of AICM. The first is our need to raise extra funds to enable various
emergency interventions arising from the pandemic. You will see the
give.net link for this in this newsletter. The second is our need to
sustain the regular ministry of AICM and this relies on regular monthly
giving. Our treasurer pointed out recently that from a support base of
around 200 we only have 67 regular monthly donors. We also receive
many generous one-off donations, for which we are so grateful, but it is
the regular giving that enables us to promise long term support . Please
consider helping in this way. www.give.net/20036722 is an easy way in
which to do this.
AICM activities for August to October—largely compiled by
Marion Katusiimwe, AICM evangelist.
Despite the challenges of corona
virus pandemic, African International
Christian Ministry, with support from
the Friends of AICM - UK, has
continued to operate and reach out to
the vulnerable and marginalised
Trek
Rwamahano
groups
intosouth
western Uganda.
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and welfare
crisis threatening
the food security and nutrition of millions of people around the world.
Hundreds of millions are suffering from hunger and malnutrition.
The Batwa, who are one of the marginalised groups in South western
Uganda, have been severely hit by the crisis, hence the need for an
immediate food emergency relief. The disruption of economic activities
such as tourism and closure of borders resulted in negative consequences
of health and nutrition among them. Due to poor hygiene, Batwa are
vulnerable to infection and to transmission diseases like eye infections
and jiggers. We appreciate everyone who has continued to support us in
reaching out to the vulnerable communities in Africa, especially during

Some recent news
��
We were sorry to hear in August that
Stephen Magezi, the AICM evangelist, had
resigned his post. Whilst it was sad news for
FAICM and AICM, it was good news for
Stephen as he has an important new role Gifts
in for the Batwa
another local NGO, and we assure him that we
shall be praying for him in his new job. He
will be much missed as an encourager amongst
staff at AICM and for his love, commitment
and faithful bible teaching among the
communities. He is currently replaced by
Marion Katusiimwe, and we pray for her as she
takes over this important role.
�
We were saddened to learn of
the death of Canon Gordon Ogilvie on
29th September 2020. Gordon was one
of the founder members of Friends of
AICM, and aMurubindi
friend and
tutor to Enoch
school kitchen
whilst he was studying at Wycliffe
College in Oxford. Gordon was
chairman of FAICM in its early days
and again more recently until he needed
to draw back in order to care for his
wife, Sylvia. Our current chairman,
Colin Townsend was able to attend his funeral in St Andrews. We will
publish a full tribute to Gordon in our next newsletter.
�
For those of you who enjoy shopping on-line, can you please
seize the opportunity of free fundraising. Friends of African
International Christian Ministry is a registered charity with Easy
Fundraising who will give a donation when you shop at many online
businesses. We are also now a registered charity for Smile.Amazon,
so if you shop on Amazon, could you please consider registering with
Smile.Amazon and thus raise valuable funds for us.

One of the new classrooms
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these challenging times of the corona
virus pandemic. This, coupled with
poverty has increased the level of
vulnerability among AICM target
communities in South-western
Uganda. Friends of AICM maintains
regular remittances to AICM which
cover all staff salaries and facilitates its regular outreach to its
vulnerable communities. Some of these funds have been diverted to
enable relief interventions, but the ongoing corona virus appeal has
yielded extra funding, which has enabled AICM to provide hope and
relief in these difficult times. The emergency appeal continues here,
www.give.net/AICM_coronavirus_appeal
Early Covid Interventions
Lock down threatened those in Batwa communities with starvation.
AICM has delivered food items of posho and beans. Face masks were also
distributed to all Batwa over the age of 6 together with supplies of soap.
All AICM staff and field workers were supplied with masks, and had
gloves, sanitizers and sanitizer equipment.
Health Concerns

Here we have a selection of
photographs showing the
distribution of school packs
and radios to aid education.
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Due to outbreaks of trachoma eye disease in different communities,
AICM mobilized funds and bought treatment tubes for treating Batwa
children.
AICM organised a technical health team to carry out the treatment in
Batwa centers. These Batwa communities found they had to sort
themselves with basic needs like food, medication and education. During
treatment, Batwa were also
counselled on sanitation and
hygiene at household and
community level.
Advice was also given on family
planning. Some Batwa women
responded positively.
Batwa were also told about HIV
AIDs, how it can be controlled,
and why they must go to a
3

government hospital immediately, should treatment be needed.
Hand Wash Training, and Clean Water Provision in BATWA
Communities
Hand washing training followed Ministry
of Health guidelines. Proper hand
washing not only reduces the spread of
The (COVID-19),
2018 Team it can prevent
Coronavirus
the spread of other viral illnesses such as
colds, flu and other infectious diseases.
AICM have regularly provided soap and
sought to ensure hand washing facilities.

To support Batwa with clean water, AICM is
supporting Batwa centers with gutters on each
household in Makanga and Murambo Batwa centers.
This enables Batwa to access clean water harvested
from their own houses and reduce the long distances
they travel to fetch water from Lake.Bunyonyi.

Start-up Agriculture for BATWA
On top of relief food, AICM, with money from the
FAICM emergency fund, is supporting Batwa
farmers with post Covid-19 startup agricultural
seed. This should help relieve food provision. Seed
included maize, beans and vegetables (cabbages,
carrots, bit roots, pumpkin, green paper, and
amarantus/dood).
250 households were supported with 2 kgs of
beans, and 2 kgs of maize for planting, and tins of
different types of vegetables. Training was carried out on the agronomy
of planting; the land was well prepared, and the planting of seed started
immediately after the distribution. AICM will monitor during the
growing season and we pray for reports of a good harvest.
4

Stanton Harcourt Primary School link with
Rwamahano and Murubindi Primary schools.
Last year pupils at Stanton
Harcourt Primary School near
Witney raised funds to
provide solar panels for
Rwamahano primary school.
Towards the end of the year
and into this year, they have
raised funds for our Batwa
Food appeal, which enables
FAICM to aid AICM in
funding daily meals for the
children at both Rwamahano
and Murubindi schools.
This October children at Stanton Harcourt are pleased to be back in
school again, but are aware that their two partner schools in Uganda are
still closed because of corona virus pandemic restrictions, and that many
of the children are facing great hardship and suffering.
As a result, during their
harvest festival assembly, the
school started a new appeal
to raise funds to enable
AICM, as part of their
oversight of these vulnerable
children, to provide home
learning packs to encourage
these children to continue
some form of education at
home. Each pack will contain
a maths set, pens, pencils and
exercise books, maths,
English, science work books,
bible stories and soap. You
can find the appeal on www.give.net/corona_homelearningappeal.
Thank you pupils at Stanton Harcourt.
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Jean in these early talks and plans which eventually saw the birth of the
Friends of AICM.
Jean`s final years as a minister were as priest in charge of a benefice
near Cheltenham and when she retired in 2006, she moved to
Cheltenham where she and her family had lived in the early sixties. Jean
was always a faithful supporter of the Friends of AICM, but after she
had retired she decided to join the FAICM sponsorship scheme and four
young Ugandans have much to thank her for. The story of two of these
will show how much Jean was able to help. In 2009 Jean took on a
young man called Cranimer. He transferred to the AICM college after
GCSEs to study motor maintenance. On completion Jean gave him a
start–up kit enabling him to work at a local garage, He is now able to
support his widowed mother and siblings. Then Jean took on a young
girl named Lucky, looked after by her grandmother, as both parents had
died. The grandmother was sick and unable to pay secondary school
fees. Jean paid her secondary school fees. Lucky struggled with exams,
but encouraged by Jean, she retook A-Levels and then was able to go to
National Teachers College and now has a job teaching in a primary
school, again helped by Jean with start–up funds. When she died, Jean
had taken on another student, a young man named Maxious. He is
currently at Nyaruhanga secondary. We shall be looking for someone
else to take on his sponsorship.
Friends, family and those whom she
served, knew Jean as someone who
consistently lived out her faith.
Friends of AICM have seen this in her
years of support for the vulnerable
communities in south west Uganda
and in particular in her love and
support for her sponsored students. We are so thankful to God for her.
If you would be interested in helping a young person as Jean did, please
contact Gill Henderson, who manages our sponsorship scheme.
Enabling secondary education is life changing for the young people
concerned. It could be one of the most useful ways of making a
difference at this present time, as the corona virus pandemic is making a
huge impact on the education of young people. There will be many who
will not be able to resume their education when schools reopen without
help. Gill`s contact details are on the rear page.
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Children and Young People
A key priority of AICM is protecting the rights of children. Schools
have been closed since March, and although some senior classes
returned in October, most primary children will not return this year.
School is a safe haven for many Batwa and other vulnerable children,
where they are not only educated, but fed, clothed and generally cared
for. Not only are children who out of school for so long likely to drop
out of school altogether, but they are subject to possible abuse, and in
the case of girls, there are reports of early marriages and pregnancies.
Since March, AICM have been taking
measures to try to watch and protect the
children and their families in the two
primary schools and the supported
students at secondary school and at the
AICM college of technology. Led by
Marion, the AICM evangelist, many home
visits have been made in order to maintain
contact, renew family relations and restore
hope through sharing the word of God.
AICM has also been able to provide relief.
During the home visits, the following areas were particularly examined.
▪ Checking on the overall status of all the children and adults
living in the household.
▪ Examining the areas of need such as food security, health and
psychosocial well being of the household, especially during
lock down.
▪ Assess the home study conditions of students at home.
Students both at primary (P3-P5) and secondary (S1-S6) level have
been supported with holiday reading materials for both levels to keep
reading from home and catch up
with other students who are
studying from radios and
televisions.
The Ugandan government has
recently opened schools for senior
4 to 6 students. So those sponsored
students in these classes have now
5

returned, as have three AICM
sponsored college students.
Plans are currently under way to
supply the older classes of the two
primary schools at Rwamahano
and Murubindi with home learning
packs to encourage these children
to continue their education.(see
article on Stanton Harcourt
School).
In some Batwa communities, children and families are engaged in
skills development, such as carpentry and tailoring.
Community Evangelism
All of AICM`s work is motivated by the love of God and a longing to
see hearts and lives transformed by the love of Christ. The Government
of Uganda has opened churches allowing community prayers that don’t
exceed 70 people. AICM, as usual, has started preaching the word of
God in different communities, especially in Batwa centres.
An interesting development in Ikumba community is their desire to
build themselves a church. AICM has supported them with provision of
12 iron sheets. The community has named their church after St Ebbes
Church in Oxford, who, for the last eight years, has sent a mission team
each summer to work alongside AICM.
Alternative Giving 2020
During September, a series of gatherings were held in the various AICM
communities for the distribution
of gifts given through the
Friends of AICM alternative gift
scheme. Gifts were given to
Batwa groups, womens groups
from Bufundi, Muko, Rubanda,
Ikumba, supported students and
the two schools at Rwamahno
and Murubindi. In these difficult
times these gifts were received
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with much joy and thanksgiving. Beneficiaries were encouraged to
treasure the gifts as symbols of God`s love for them. Most of our
readers have already received a detailed copy of these giving
presentations.
Notable among gifts given were 30
sheep, 152 pairs of shoes, and 543 lots
of underwear including sanitary pads
for girls. Twenty Rukiga (local
language bibles) were given to
ministers or spiritual leaders. Other
gifts included beehives, pigs, school
saucepans, mattresses, and school kits.
There is a new Alternative Gift Catalogue for 2020. Many gifts remain,
as they have proved so helpful, but there are some new ones. None are
priced more than £38. Please consider giving from the catalogue for
Christmas but also for other anniversaries and celebrations. They are
suchThe
a valuable
way of enabling AICM to demonstrate
love of God
left-hand section
The right-handthe
section
to those in need.

Reverend Jean Wilby, 1938 - 2019
In November of 2019, Friends of AICM
lost a very long term friend and supporter.
After losing her husband of twenty-two
years in 1980 to a heart attack, and being
the mother of two boys, Nigel and
Christopher, Jean decided to follow a call
The new latrines
to the ministry.
It was while she attended
Wycliffe Theological College in Oxford
between 1983 and 1985, that Jean met
Enoch Kayeyee. Like many others, she
became friends with Enoch who shared his vision for AICM with her,
and she was one of his early supporters. When Enoch, with Phoebe his
wife, returned a few years later to study again at Reading, Jean was
working in a parish near Newbury and the friendship continued. After
1987, a few supporters here in the UK began to discuss forming an
independent charity to support the ministry of AICM in Uganda. Colin
and Sue Townsend also knew Enoch well by this time and remember
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