“Give us this day our daily bread”
Wondering where our
next meal is coming
from is not an experience
shared by many of us.
Sadly it is a common
experience for many of
these children attending
the two AICM primary
schools at Rwamahano
and Murubindi. A bag of
maize and supply of
beans for a day`s food for
the 200 or so children
costs approximately £23. You can make a gift either by direct bank transfer,
or via cheque to the treasurer FAICM. In case of a transfer please email the
treasurer indicating that your gift is for this appeal. Another simple way to
donate is via our fund raising page (a direct link is on the website):Alocal newspaper report
https://wonderful.org/charity/friendsoftheafricaninternationalchristianministry

Supporting African International Christian Ministry in south-west Uganda
www.aicm.org.uk
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To make a donation to the work of AICM, please complete this form and
send it with your name, address and cheque to:
The Treasurer, Friends of AICM, Mr Mick Lloyd, Greenleas,
Orchard Way, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3LN.
I enclose a cheque for £..................

For general funds/specific purpose (specify)…………….....................
I am a UK taxpayer and under the Gift Aid scheme, I would like FAICM
to claim back tax on all donations until further notice.

Signed

The ceremony, officials on the left with spectators on the right
Date

Membership, Newsletter, Website and Sponsorship;
Mike & Gill Henderson, Tel:01480 466101, or
email: henderson_michael@sky.com
General enquiries:
Secretary enquiries@aicm.org.uk (Copy this address onto an email)

FAICM gives God thanks for many years of faithful AICM ministry.
We urgently need YOUR help NOW in order for it to continue.
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Uganda is the 29th poorest country in the world, with an average income of
£1,920 per person (it is £35,440 in Britain – eighteen times higher), and
the people helped by AICM are poor even by Ugandan standards.
Problems which AICM attempts to alleviate include illiteracy, AIDS and
other diseases, ignorance, superstition, child labour, domestic violence,
early marriage and drunkenness.
AICM provides primary education in highland areas where the
government does not, engages in rural community development through
training in agriculture and hygiene, health initiatives (such as
immunisation and de-worming) and setting up community savings and
loan schemes. It also arranges secondary education, which is not free in
Uganda, for vulnerable children through sponsorship.
All this takes dedicated staff who are prepared to travel to and live in
extremely remote and inhospitable places, for little money. In 2018, 70%
of what we sent to Uganda was spent on salaries for the teachers, field
workers and others employed by AICM to do this important work.
Unfortunately, we have never received
enough in regular donations to pay the
salaries and have had to depend on
irregular donations and reserves. Our
reserves are now running out and we need
to increase our regular donations by about
£1,500 a month. This is not an impossible
sum. It would be achieved if 30 folk were
able to give £50 a month.
Trek to Rwamahano
Our prayer is that we could be able to
Faith being thanked by
maintain and increase salary levels by
grateful communities
regular giving alone. Please would you
prayerfully consider supporting this valuable ministry by committing to
regular monthly giving.
Mick Lloyd, Treasurer

New Latrine
Block

Rwamahano Solar Panels
From Murubindi’s new school
buildings, we return to the new
complex at Rwamahano, where we
refer back to the fundraising efforts
of Stanton Harcourt School in
Witney, as reported in the last
newsletter. If you remember, they
saved 20p pieces in Smartie tubes
throughout Lent.
This was to swell their fund-raising to
provide solar panels for Rwamahano
Primary school, to enable the staff and
community there to have light in the
evenings. Over £350 was collected to add
to the fund.
Well, here we have the result. Thank you
to everyone at Stanton Harcourt!

If you feel you can help this situation, whether it’s with the sum
suggested, or one more suitable to your own situation, please organise a
standing order with your bank to pay your own preferred amount to :CAF Bank Ltd, 25 Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4JQ, to the
account of “The Friends of AICM”
Sort code 40-52-40 and account number 00011431.
One of the new classrooms
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However, we are still £20,000 short of the money required to complete
the second block so our fundraising work is not over.

Mick Lloyd’s details are in the grey panel on the rear page. Please inform
him of anything you have done with reference to finances.
There is also a standing order form for you to use if you wish on the website
under Get Involved/Regular Giving.

A Word from our Chairman, Colin Townsend
Water harvesting tank

Should you feel you could help us reach this target or perhaps you know
someone or some charity fund that could help, or you would like more
information then please contact the FAICM secretary or treasurer
(details at the end of this newsletter).
AICM Board Members
inspecting classroom
(Right and below)

Sue and I spent nearly a month with AICM last July. I cannot speak highly
enough of the quality of the work currently being undertaken by the AICM
Gifts for the Batwa
community development department under Faith Tushabe. She and her staff,
including those at the AICM primary schools, are impressive in their
Christian commitment and their often sacrificial service to the many
underprivileged in the AICM communities. I urge you please to consider
whether you can help us enable the continuation of this ministry by even a
small regular monthly donation.
2 Corinthians 9:12
“The service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord`s
people, but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God .”

My Impressions of AICM Uganda

Or make a donation on line via the following link
https://wonderful.org/charity/friendsoftheafricaninternationalchristianministry

Or via our web site www.aicm.org.uk
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Agandi (Hello!),
Rebecca J. Hall here. I was part of a team from St Ebbe’s Church,
Oxford, visiting Kabale in south west Uganda from 6th to 22nd July 2019.
school kitchen
Our mission wasMurubindi
to support
Ugandan NGO, African International Christian
Ministry. Colin & Sue Townsend were the grand parents of the group,
having led teams for the last eight years, and David & Abigail Felce were
the team leaders and did a wonderful job, organising us before we went and
ensuring everyone was together
and united on the trip. Other
members were Libby Jones, Pippa
Matthews, Tom Stileman and
Sebastion Pearson. In the photo
from the left are Sebastion, David,
Libby, Me, Colin, Pippa, Sue and
Abigail with Tom in front.
After arriving at Entebbe
international airport, we drove for
a day, crossing the equator, to
reach the stunning mountains
around Kabale near the border
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with Rwanda. The land is incredibly green and fertile in the south west of
Uganda. Apart from in Kabale town, many live in townships along the main
road and in rural villages, reliant on subsistence farming crops like potato,
sorghum and millet and herding small flocks of goats, cattle and sheep.
Churchill was right when he called this part of Uganda “the little
Switzerland of Africa”
Some impressions:- Showering in a bucket:- the
showers inThe
all three
2018places
Teamwe stayed were wet
rooms, but the floor of the shower room was on
the same level as bedroom floors in the corridors.
To stop flooding the house, a washing up bucket
was placed under the shower head for you to stand
in. Once full, you poured the water down the toilet
or down the grate. This took some getting used to,
but soon became the norm!
Pineapples:- there were lots of them! People cycled
round with huge bunches tied to their bikes to sell.
They were very juicy and flavoursome, both by
themselves and as fresh juice—as were mangos,
passion fruit, papaya and water melon.
Mornings:- every morning started misty and cold as
we were at high altitude, so it was jumpers and coats
until about 9-30 when it warmed up.
Roads:- main roads were Chinese built, new with
tarmac. Minor roads off these, became level dirt roads, with occasional mud
and rainwater patches and sometimes deep water channels cutting grooves
into the road that our 4 x 4`s had to straddle. Sometimes it got very bumpy
and dusty when we affectionately called the bumps and jolts “African
massage”
So, what did I get up to?
AICM college chapel
Each morning we all went for worship, bible teaching and discussion at the
AICM college of technology chapel, where we were joined by staff and
students. It was such an honour to be part of this. The singing was heartfelt,
the piano playing atrocious and the dancing vigorous and lively. The chaps
of our group took turns preaching through the book of Philippians, followed
by discussion groups. I was mostly with the same group of girls and a few
staff members. Over the two weeks it was a joy and a blessing to hear them
express their beliefs and seek to live out all that Jesus calls for us in
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Murubindi Primary School
After months of fundraising we are pleased to announce that phase 1 of
the project has been completed. The new 2 classroom block, which also
incorporates a headmaster’s office, and staff room, and the 4-stall latrine
will come into service shortly when the contractor has undertaken some
minor works.
The new classroom
block alongside the
soon to be
demolished, existing
classrooms.
New latrines can be
seen to the right of
new block.
This has been a massive achievement by our trustees and supporters, and
we cannot thank you enough for helping this to happen.
AICM Board
members
inspecting new
classrooms

The first photo shows the new classroom block alongside the existing one
which will now be demolished, before it falls down, to make way for
phase 2 of the project, the second classroom block.
Rear view of new
classrooms showing
harvesting tank and
existing classrooms to right
of new classrooms
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response to the bible. It was also a real joy to work alongside AICM staff
member Amos and evangelist Stephen. These two also translated our talks
and conversations in the rural villages and schools.

It was time to say goodbye. After a final visit around Kabale and the local
market, and a final Stoney or Nile (favourite drinks) it was time to get
ready for our return trip the following day back across the equator and
on to Entebbe for our flight home.
The
author

Kare, kare (bye bye) Uganda-–
it`s been amazing.
Rebecca

Please remember that the My Donate facility has disappeared from our
website. This is because BT has stopped funding it. Our new means of
easy donation is via the Wonderful platform. These icons are now on the
website and there is little difference in their operation.
Remember too that recently FAICM sent over £3,208 to AICM in gifts
purchased from the Alternative Gift catalogue, with £140 pending. Please
look at the new leaflet for possible presents not just for Christmas, but for
any gifts throughout the year. Ask for one through the post, or as an email
attachment. It is on the website too, under “Get Involved/Alternative
Gifts”. Remember too, about using EasyFundraising, when you buy on the
internet. Information on how to use it is on our website. It costs you
nothing except a few minutes of your time. It has raised nearly £800 since
we started using it.
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AICM Schools Work
AICM asked us to lead lessons for Rwamahano Batwa primary school and
Murubindi Batwa primary school, for two days each. AICM has built these
schools in the remote, yet beautiful areas where Batwa have been settled,
and they employ Christian teachers. You often have to pay for primary
education in Uganda as there are not enough state schools. We split the
schools into groups and rotated to different stations:- games, bible teaching
and painting. I led classes on how to paint, how to make hand prints and
how to clean brushes.
They painted images in response to
the stories and I was very impressed
with the pictures the kids did as most
had never held a paint brush before.
They sang songs as they worked and
everyone had lots of fun. Libby and
Pippa told bible stories and Tom and
Sebastion did parachute games.
We also visited a Christian secondary
school, Nyaruhanga High School,
where some students sponsored by
Friends of AICM were studying. We
had African tea, Bogoya bananas and
sweet bread with the head teacher and
staff, were shown around the school
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and then led an
assembly for the whole
school. We sang for
them, gave a short
bible talk and they sang
for us. Then we met the
sponsored students and
gave them bibles and a
letter from their
sponsors in the UK. It was incredible to see staff running a loving Christian
school, and the freedom they have to enjoy worshipping the Lord in all they
do in comparison to schools here in the west.
Visit to rural communities for thanksgiving and gift giving
We had the privilege of meeting up with representatives from at least
sixteen different communities from Ikumba sub-county, whom AICM had
blessed
the right-hand
FAICM alternative
gift
Thethrough
left-hand various
section gifts given through The
section
scheme:- gifts that all support them in trying to live sustainably. The
journey there was quite long and a bit off road but not too bad, just rather
dusty in parts. The pathway
to the village location was
lined every few metres with
banana palm branches with
bright green leaves, with red
flowers tied to them. These
were the Ugandan
equivalent of welcome
banners, which
really
The newwas
latrines
touching. The location was surrounded by mountainous hills, valleys and an
adjoining ridge of volcano craters. As we walked to the village we were
welcomed by groups of women who worked the land and who had received
gifts from AICM in the
past. They came to us
singing with gusto,
blessing and thanking
AICM. They danced in the
regular local stamping,
jumping way. I was really
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touched by this and by all the
welcomes we had from the different
people we visited. Different
representatives from individual
communities told us how much
difference gifts had made over the
years and this was translated by
Stephen. I can`t say enough how much
difference AICM is making to these rural communities and how much I
support them in it. Colin gave the women a bible in the Rukiga language,
telling them this book told of the greatest gift of all:- God`s gift to humanity
in Jesus, who brings salvation and peace with God. Faith, the AICM
Executive Director, delivered a stunning speech about the parable of the gifts
while the master (God) was away and
challenged the people (and us) to keep on
using the gifts they had been given
wisely. David spoke of Jesus, the Good
Shepherd and that we can think of Him
caring for us as they would care for the
lambs and sheep that were being gifted to
them.
Final farewells
Our last day we gave out Good News
Bibles people had donated, to the
students in the college chapel. I gave
notebooks to the girls that I had been
meeting with every morning and daily
bible reading notes. We sang songs and
waved the flags again that Stephen had
made for us when we first arrived, much to Faith`s astonishment! We took
photos to remember
one another by and
ate delicious, freshly
made samosas by
Kenethta and her
college students,
with African tea and
banana cake.
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