words. Almost everyone in the group is aware of his
testimony which truly tells how God “moves people
from grass to grace.”
As the large crowd of people fights to settle down on
the wet ground with muddy grass that was an
indication of a rainy previous day, he takes from his
bag his Runyankore–Rukiga bible. After a prayer he
reads a selected passage. After reading and teaching
he asks for prayer requests. If bibles are available, he
gives a Runyankore–Rukiga bible to the leader and asks him to always read
the word of God to the people regularly. Thanks to gifts from FAICM, many
Batwa now have an audio bible so that they can listen to God`s word easily.
Before he leaves, the elderly lead him through to their homes where he is
expected to meet a sick community member. It is a 30 minute walk as the
motor cycle can’t be used. After reaching the homes, Andrew prays with
them and he starts his journey back to Kabale town at 4:00 pm.
By now it is evening when school children are coming
back home, so he usually meets a group of 15 children
whoAlocal
happennewspaper
to study from
one school. “Please give me
report
a Bible” at least one child shouts. He, however, has no
bibles left to give out but usually promises to visit again
with an English bible if possible.
As he rides his motorcycle back home, Andrew
meditates about the words that the preacher had shared during the previous
Sunday service; “children are born with an innate sense of wonder
and faith that is real and as Christian leaders, it is our role and
responsibility to provide a foundation of experiences on which
children build a life of learning and growth towards a mature
and vital faith.”
FAICM try to keep a preserved fund, from which they salary Andrew`s
work. This fund is currently very low. If you would like to help sustain his
The ceremony,
officialstoonour
thetreasurer
left with spectators
on the right
work, please
send a donation
marked "Evangelist`s
salary"
Membership, Newsletter, Website and Sponsorship;
Mike & Gill Henderson, Tel:01480 466101, or
email: henderson_michael@sky.com
General enquiries:
enquiries@aicm.org.uk (Copy this address onto an email)
8

Supporting African International Christian Ministry in south-west Uganda
www.aicm.org.uk

FRIENDS OF AICM
NEWSLETTER
Oct 2018
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St Ebbe’s and AICM, July 2018
The weeks we spent in July in Uganda with AICM were some of the
most overwhelming, humbling and exciting experiences of my life to
date. It was a joy to help lead the small team from St. Ebbe’s Church,
Oxford, along with Sue and Colin, and to meet, spend time with and
work alongside some very inspirational people. A few aspects of it that
made an impact were:1

1. The need.
It was extraordinary to witness the
level of need in Uganda, both for
material and spiritual help. It was
humbling to see the children at
Murubindi and Rwamahano schools so
thrilled to be receiving some sort of
education, in spite of buildings that are
far from ideal (in the case of Murubindi) and not being quite certain of
whether they were going to get any lunch. I think we all felt rebuked for our
presumption and greed. But also the spiritual needs are vast! So many people
profess faith in Christ, and are crying out to know more of Him through
good, faithful, engaging Bible teaching, the like of which we take for granted
here.
2. The need can be met.
There was no sense of despair or being
overwhelmed by the size of the need,
but rather AICM were amazingly
positive, hard-working and proactive in
getting an amazing amount of stuff
done. From looking after the primary
schools, to helping implement a conservation project around Lake Bunyonyi,
to the vocational college, and so much more, AICM has made such a huge
impact! The dedication and skill of people like Faith, Amos, Dennis, Marion
(Rwamahano headteacher) and others was inspirational. Through them, God
is graciously
alleviating suffering, even eternal suffering as people come to
Trek to Rwamahano
know Jesus!
3. The trans-cultural power of the gospel.
The trip to Uganda put us in
some pretty unfamiliar
situations! I genuinely think I
danced more over the two
weeks than in the rest of my
life put together. Though
people were very welcoming,
we felt like we stuck out pretty
dramatically in most situations
as the resident muzungus!
One of the new classrooms

2

A Day in the Life of Andrew
As usual, the morning alarm rings and
Andrew wakes at 6:00 am. It is then time
for him to read the bible, pray and get ready
for his daily work. He picks his daily
devotion guide and opens his bible and he
reads the daily passage. He ends with a
prayer and this gives him enough strength
to pass through the day’s activities.
Sometimes when it is a rainy season, Andrew takes a look from the window
and realizes that there might be rain that day. Since he plans to have a busy
day in hard-to-reach communities, he decides to put on his gumboots and rain
jacket to keep him warm from the cold rainy weather. He arrives for work at
8:00 am. He feels so great because he is not late for work!!!
Typically, the day begins with a 15 minute morning devotion that takes place
in the AICM boardroom. Often he is the one to take lead in the devotion since
each staff has a chance to take the lead in the mornings.
He now gets a chance of sharing with his fellow staff something of what he
had already read on waking up earlier that morning. He is now well prepared
to share it with his colleagues. After the meeting, he usually goes into the field
to share the good news and announce the kingdom of God.
After re-filling his motorcycle with enough fuel, he sets off to meet his first
group who are approximately 75 kilometers from the AICM offices. This trip
will take him around 3 hours. At this moment, he needs many prayers. He
usually takes his lunch which he eats as he returns later in
the day.
He is motivated and always inspired by Jesus’ great
commission: “Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely, I am with you always, to the very end of
the age” Matthew 28:19, 20. As he rides his motorcycle
on the tarmac road, he recites this verse to pass the time
and this makes him reach his destination quickly.
At exactly mid–day, he arrives and the group of more
than 100 people welcomes him singing. They are now
getting used to his inspirational and encouraging biblical
7

Our days were shaped usually by a morning
trip to the College of Science and
Technology chapel service, where we were
able to share a talk from the Bible and then
have discussions in groups. Following this,
we put on Bible camps for the children of
Rwamahano and Murubindi Primary
Schools. These were incredible fun, with lots of singing, dancing,
teaching and games. Other things we did included visiting a hospital, a
prison, and attending a gift giving ceremony. At each of these there was
the opportunity for us to deliver short Bible talks to encourage and
challenge the different groups of people in these places.
I think the three things that struck me most from our time in Uganda are:
1.) The universality of the Gospel: it was truly amazing to see so many
people, who have a totally different way of life from us, declaring the
same Jesus as Lord! There are still more people there who need to hear
the good news however!
The left-hand section
The right-hand section
2.) The joy of knowing Jesus
personally: something that challenged
me was to see the utter joy that Jesus
brings to so many out there! It certainly
challenged my all-to-often ‘academic’
way of approaching Jesus!
3.) The magnitude of what God is capable of doing through his faithful
servants: God has done many wonderful things in Uganda, and the
prospect of what he might do there in the future excites me! He has
clearly raised up a large number of faithful servants both out in Kabale in
the form of the AICM staff team, and here in the UK in the form of the
FAICM. The
Henew
is alatrines
wonderful God who has provided wonderful workers to
help in the growing of his kingdom. I can’t wait to see what the continued
sharing of God’s gospel, concerning Jesus Christ, and the love that this
message compels AICM to live out will do in years to come! Praise be to
God!
Ross
Please remember to look at the new Alternative Gift Leaflet for
possible presents and gifts now and throughout the year. Ask for one
through the post, or as an email attachment. It is on the website too,
under “Get Involved/Alternative Gifts”.
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And yet as we shared
fellowship in the vocational
college chapel and in other
places, it was such a thrill to
see that the same gospel had
done the same things in our
hearts as it had in the hearts of
people
in Batwa
Uganda. We believe
Gifts
for the
the same promises, love the
same Jesus and hope for the same eternity! Though there’s a need to think
about how it is communicated etc., this reinforced our conviction that the
gospel is the power of God for the salvation for all who believe. That’s
what Uganda and the rest of the world needs more than anything else!
4. The difference.
One of the most overwhelming experiences
was the hour we spent
in Kabale prison with
hundreds of men and
women packed in
around us. To hear them sing joyfully, see them listen intently to a brilliant
Murubindi
kitchen to hear more was amazing. Also,
talk from Ross,
and beschool
so hungry
observing children in the primary school understand that only Jesus can
save them by His death on the cross; seeing teachers so dedicated to the
good of the kids they were entrusted with; seeing community leaders
grateful to receive goats from AICM; witnessing good numbers coming to
chapel some days. These and many other things testify to how important
the work of AICM is. It makes a genuine difference here and now, and in
eternity. It was a joy to be involved! Thank you.
Josh Skidmore

The St Ebbe’s Summer Visit
For two weeks in the middle of July this year Colin and I were privileged
once again to accompany six students from St Ebbe’s Church, Oxford on a
visit to AICM in Kabale. The team leader was Josh Skidmore, a first year
theological student at Wycliffe College, Oxford, ably assisted by Ashley
Wright an apprentice on the staff of the church. They were a brilliant team
3

From left:- Josh, Nathan, Sue, Hannah
Bossers, Ashley, Hannah Robinson, Colin and
Ross.

and together we shared great
fellowship with staff at AICM and
students at the college and also
were richly blessed as we shared
activities with the two AICM
The 2018 Team
Batwa primary schools and also
interacted with many other groups in the AICM communities. We were
especially privileged to share in the launch day for a new project for which
AICM is the major partner together with Self Help Africa. This is the Lake
Bunyonyi Conservation project. AICM is the lead partner because the
communities involved in this are communities with whom AICM is
already involved and who know and trust AICM. It is good recognition for
AICM and this can only be helpful for their ongoing ministry. Some of the
students involved in our visit have shared their experiences in the previous
and following articles.
The July visit to Uganda was an
amazing experience. The local
people were so incredibly
welcoming and the school
children greeted us with such
joy. I loved the fact that the
children absorbed the simple
messages about God so well;
they know that they have a
Father in heaven who loves
them dearly and who is bigger than they could ever imagine. Jesus says
that we should receive the kingdom of God like a little child and many of
these children epitomised that.
The college students were such an encouragement to us, seeing them living
for Jesus and committing their daily lives to him. It was fantastic to see so
many students receive Good News Bibles on the final morning – the most
attended meeting by far! I received a lovely letter from one of the students
in my small group reading “Thank you for loving Africans”. I was very
touched by this as we were very blessed by them and I’m so pleased that
they felt similarly blessed by us.
Nathan
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What a super time we had as a team heading
out to AICM in Uganda this summer!
Receiving warm welcomes all round and
seeing people keen and hungry to learn about
the Lord Jesus is always a joy. We clearly all
felt this especially on our memorable prison
visit, being greeted by warm singing from
many hundreds of voices that definitely could
have gone on for longer than it did. One highlight for me was just the beauty
of driving through the hills - though I realised quickly that the blessing of
the very powerful AICM Jeep (also known as Aisha) was a luxury that most
people didn't have. A particularly beautiful memory is of being welcomed
and escorted through the hills up to the small Batwa community school at
Murubindi by children quietly humming and singing beautifully and in tune.
How sad it was to learn that for some of these children the simple school
lunch funded by AICM was possibly their only daily meal, and to notice
their lack of shoes. It was definitely difficult eating the banquet laid before
us that evening back at the guest house.
One of the great things about our time in
Kabale was morning chapel service at the
AICM vocational college and hearing about the
nearness of the Lord's return and our need to be
living like elect exiles now from the first and
second letters of Peter. It was a real
encouragement and challenge! Though there were clearly cultural
differences in openness in discussing what we had just heard, I was
encouraged to see one particular member of staff clearly having a deep faith
despite life not being easy. To see particular occurrences of how the gospel
applies to people from every nation is such a privilege!
Hannah B
I can honestly say that the St Ebbe’s summer mission trip to Uganda has
been one of the best experiences of my life to date. To try and sum up
what was such an eventful two weeks in a short, written piece is almost
impossible! (But I’ll do my best!).
It was a privilege to get to partner with AICM on the front line of their
various mission operations – this was the essence of the work we were
doing whilst out there. In short, we got to tell lots of people about Jesus.
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