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Please remember that the My Donate facility has disappeared from our
website. This was because BT stopped funding it. Our new means of easy
donation was then via the Wonderful platform. Unfortunately, Wonderful
lost it’s backing, so now we are using Give.net. Look for it’s deep red
“Support Us” button on a number of pages on the website. You can use it
for one-off donations and regular ones too. For alternative ways to donate,
click on the purple button on the bottom right where you will find bank
transfer details, and a direct link to email our treasurer, Mick Lloyd.

Friends of AICM
Newsletter

Remember too that recently FAICM sent £4,573 to AICM in gifts purchased
from the Alternative Gift catalogue. Please look at the new leaflet for
possible presents not just for Christmas, but for any gifts throughout the
year. Ask for one through the post, or as an email attachment. It is on the
website too, under “Get Involved/Alternative Gifts”. Keep EasyFundraising
in mind when you buy on the internet. Information on how to use it is on
our website. It costs you nothing except a few minutes of your time. It has
raised nearly £800 since we started using it.

March 2021

Alocal newspaper report
To make a donation to the work of AICM, please complete this form and
send it with your name, address and cheque to:
The Treasurer, Friends of AICM, Mr Mick Lloyd, Greenleas,
Orchard Way, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3LN.
If you prefer bank transfer, use “Friends of AICM”, 40-52-40, Acc 00011431
I enclose a cheque for £..................

For general funds/specific purpose (specify)…………….....................
I am a UK taxpayer and under the Gift Aid scheme, I would like FAICM
to claim back tax on all donations until further notice.

Signed

The ceremony, officials on the left with spectators on the right
Date

Membership, Newsletter, Website and Sponsorship;
Mike & Gill Henderson, Tel:01480 466101, or
email: henderson_michael@sky.com
General enquiries:
Secretary - enquiries@aicm.org.uk (Copy this address onto an email)
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Our school and our church
The AICM Batwa primary school at Murubindi as seen by one of its
pupils - a centre for the whole community where they know God`s love
and care, and where they love to gather to give thanks, and worship the
Lord. Pray for the children of this community, and that of Rwamahano,
the other AICM Batwa school, who are currently unable to attend school.
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Christmas 2020
Some trustees were delighted to be able to
join AICM staff, extension workers, and
teachers briefly via Zoom at the end of a
day`s retreat they all enjoyed together at the
end of December. We were able to speak
with Faith and Enoch, and to exchange
greetings with some of the extension workers
and some of the primary school teachers. In
a year of challenges when no one had been
able to visit as normal, this was a special
time. We were also pleased to receive letters
of appreciation from all AICM staff, and
letters of appreciation from students to their sponsors. All sponsors have
been sent these letters. These arrived at first via email, as Denis at AICM
knew post would take a while, but recently we have had the actual letters
together with lovely Christmas cards from AICM Board, Administrative
staff, extension workers and school staff. These cards and letters are a
delight. The picture shows the signed card from the AICM extension
workers, and below is the text of their letter of appreciation.
“Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have written
thanking you for supporting us through AICM. May God bless you. Again
we thank you for paying us our monthly salaries, supporting both Batwa
and non-Batwa communities in development programmes.
Trek toGod
Rwamahano
We thank
who is still protecting you and us in these hard situations
Faith beingItthanked
by
of Covid-19.
has affected
the whole world and we are praying for you
grateful
communities
as you also pray for us.
We also bring greetings from all Batwa community centres that we work
at. We request that you continue having a parental heart of loving AICM.
Please read Psalm 133 :1 (Behold how good and pleasant it is when
brothers dwell in unity).
We and our family members wish you a Merry Christmas and happy new
year for 2021. Lastly please read John 3:16” (For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.)”
It is humbling to receive such thanks and prayers from those whose needs
are so much greater than ours. Sue, FAICM
secretary, has shared the
One of the new classrooms
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Wycliffe College in Oxford, where
Gordon was Director of pastoral
studies. He recognised Enoch's vision
and was instrumental in helping him,
together with his wife Phoebe, in
establishing AICM in Kabale. The
friendship deepened when Enoch
Gifts for the Batwa
returned a few years later to Reading
University. Gordon visited Kabale in
1986 and after his return invited a
group of friends from Oxford and
elsewhere to form a support group for
the ministry of AICM here in the UK.
This developed into the Friends of AICM and Gordon served as chairman
for some years.
Several trustees were privileged to enjoy Gordon's company in Uganda
more than once and witnessed his love for the country and understanding
of the value of the AICM ministry amongst so many needy communities.
Throughout his ministry in various churches here in the UK, he
consistently encouraged prayer and support from his parishioners for
AICM through Friends of AICM
Murubindi
school
kitchen of AICM and a long standing trustee
Gordon was always
a firm
supporter
of FAICM. In recent years he resumed the chairmanship again, originally
as a temporary measure, but this developed into a more permanent role.
Trustees enjoyed several visits to his home in St Andrews for meetings,
where we always enjoyed the warm hospitality of both him and his wife
Sylvia. He was always patient, with a light touch but a positive steer in
meetings. His wisdom was of immense value and the care and expertise
that he put into his communications was so valuable. He was a supreme
diplomat. Both organisations benefited from his wise chairmanship.
Our current chairman adds these comments:-“In the last couple of years
Gordon was only able to attend a few meetings as care for Sylvia became
his priority. It fell to me to take over the helm. He was not a difficult act to
follow. He was my mentor. I remember his wisdom, sheer intelligence
and sense of humour. I frequently ask myself "How would Gordon handle
this?". He will be missed. I know that Enoch and the AICM community
are saddened by this loss of a great man.”
We are all saddened by this loss but know that Gordon is in Glory.
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Over at Rwamahano, Marion, the head teacher, can be seen interfacing
with some of the children on a more personal level during the
lockdown.

letters from school staff and children at Rwamahano and Murubindi
with the children at Stanton Harcourt primary school near Witney, and
several children there have written letters back which we will post
together with Easter Greetings. We shall also be sending Easter cards to
all sponsored students.

Schools & Secondary Education during Covid

In Remembrance of Canon Gordon Ogilvie:- much
loved founder member and twice chairman of FAICM
The Venerable Gordon Ogilvie
sadly passed away on the 29th
September, 2020. He and his dear
wife Sylvia, who survives him, had
recently been together in a care
home in St Andrews, the beloved
Scottish town that had been his
home in recent years.
Gordon had been a great friend and
supporter of the ministry of AICM,
since his friendship with Enoch
Kayeyee in the early 1980's, when
Enoch came for further studies at
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We are all aware of
the problems caused
in the UK by lock
down measures
which have closed
down schools and
had a drastic effect
on all our young
people. The situation
has been far worse
in Uganda. Since
March last year,
there has been very little attendance allowed in all schools and colleges,
and all the online facilities available to most students here are certainly
not available to the majority in Uganda. Many young people will have
lost their opportunity of a secondary education and many primary school
children may not ever return.
AICM, through Marion our evangelist, has been keeping an eye on our
sponsored students, four of whom attend the AICM college of
technology, three attend a tertiary institution and the others are at
Nyaruhanga Secondary School. FAICM sponsorship funds allowed the
purchase of radios for the secondary students, allowing access to radio
education programmes, and also the provision of education materials in
key subjects. The secondary schools have recently opened for senior
exam students who will sit final exams between end of February and
April. Semi-candidate students are also able to return. AICM has
facilitated the return of these students to school with the necessary
equipment for the term. However, lower school students are still having to
persevere with learning at home in very unsuitable conditions.
3

The college students who are
approaching final exams have
also returned but the whole
college is not in full session.
AICM has been able to help one
of the sponsored girls recently
married, who will be unable to
return to school. The AICM
The 2018 Team
evangelist and extension worker
has connected her to a tailor,
based in the community, to help
her improve her tailoring skills, and the remainder of the sponsorship fees
have been used to purchase a sewing machine for her. The sponsor has
kindly undertaken to sponsor another young boy.
The difficulties faced by these young people have highlighted the
immense value of offering to sponsor a student as these sponsored
students have been the lucky ones. There are going to be many who
would benefit enormously from an offer of sponsorship in order to enable
them to continue their education. Our sponsorship scheme of £30 a month
will give a young person the chance of four years secondary education,
and at an increased rate of £35 monthly, a further two years sixth form or
college study, if this is appropriate. Please would you consider whether
you or a friend or family member might consider offering this. It is such a
valuable thing to do and could radically change the direction of the life of
a young person. Gill Henderson can give further details on
henderson_michael@sky.com

on-line training on eye
health. Denis and staff
have identified over 200
people in the AICM
communities with
various eye problems.
Discussions are now
afoot to see how, with
the cooperation of
Ugandan
opthalmologists and the
local Makanga hospital
and Kabale University,
we might work to meet some of these needs. Hopefully we shall keep
you posted on further developments. (Picture----treating eye infections
last year)

Murubindi School
This is a recent overall view of the completed school at Murubindi.

Primary Schools
The two Batwa schools at
Rwamahano and Murubindi
have been closed to students
since March 2020, and so far
show no sign of reopening. The
government has recently
announced a return at the
beginning of April, and AICM
expect all students to return, which is excellent news. The pandemic has
put children and families into extreme need. The schools are the bedrock
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evangelist. This involves overseeing staff daily times of
fellowship and bible teaching, preaching and bible teaching in
the Batwa centres and primary schools and visiting, overseeing
and encouraging many students and their families.
Pray for FAICM trustees for wisdom in seeking to raise funds
and for wise stewardship of those funds.
Pray for great wisdom in confronting the huge needs in the
AICM communities:- that we can find interventions that can
make a lasting impact.
Pray for many young people whose lives and education have
been seriously disrupted by the pandemic and lock down
measures.

News of a possible exciting health initiative
FAICM was
contacted at the end
of last year by Dr Ian
Yeung of Moorfields
Eye Hospital. In
1998, Ian was a
member of Canon
Trevor Williams`s
trip to help AICM
Uganda build a
Health Centre at
Kyobugombe, a trip
he remembers well.
He asked our Secretary, Sue Townsend, to put Denis at AICM in
Kabale, in touch with his Ugandan colleague, Primrose, at Moorfields,
who has founded a charity called Eye Health Africa. This exists to
facilitate measures to improve eye health in Uganda, East Africa and
Sub-Saharan Africa. As a result of this connection, Denis and AICM
field staff, and selected health workers have already participated in
8

of the communities. They are
the source of daily food,
clothing, health care and a
centre for Christian teaching
and worship. We praise God
that during 2020, the second
classroom block and girls
latrine block were completed,
but it is so sad that the
schools remain empty.
AICM, through its staff, especially the extension workers and the school
teachers, are doing all they can to remain in touch with all the children
and families, visiting all they can. Several distributions of food, soap and
clothing have taken place, and this relief will continue.
Thanks to fund raising from Stanton Harcourt Primary school, children
have been given home learning materials and teachers are planning to
attend the two schools on
Mondays of each week in
the hope that children will
come for marking and
further guidance. Teachers
have also started home-tohome teaching in the Batwa
centres. They meet in
groups of four to six
students. On Wednesdays,
with help from Marion and
extension staff, primary
three, four and five pupils are to be introduced to kitchen gardens,
basically planting in sacks, bags, unused basins etc. The communities still
enjoy coming together for worship and Bible teaching at the Murubindi
school centre. The FAICM Batwa fund is helping provide funding for
these interventions, but with further help from the coronavirus emergency
fund (details later in this newsletter).

Provision of seed packs to Batwa communities
In our last newsletter, we reported that we had sent funds to enable AICM
to distribute seed packs throughout some of the Batwa communities in the
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hope that a good harvest would help provide
food for families. Encouraged by AICM staff
and extension workers, the seeds were
planted and have been well tended and we
thank God that some harvesting has begun.
Beans and cabbages are being harvested and
maize is at its flowering stage. The
plantations are promising, and giving a good
yield, as can be seen by the pictures showing
evidence of the success they have had with
carrots, maize, cabbages, and beans. The Batwa
eat bean leaves as vegetables as well as the
beans, and the bulk of the harvest has been eaten
fresh, but a few have allowed the beans to dry.
These harvests have improved the food supplies
for the Batwa for a time and reduced the
likelihood of stealing food from others. More
vegetables are expected to be ready for harvest
by the end of February and into March.

Lenten Appeal
Readers will remember that for the past three years we have run a Lenten
appeal which has focused on raising funds to enable AICM to feed the
children at their two primary schools. These children cannot take daily
food or water for granted and heavily rely on the daily provision of
school meals. During this Covid crisis these children, and many more in
the communities have faced deprivation of all kinds. We raised an
emergency appeal during last year and the funds from this have gone to
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AICM to enable them to meet
some of the needs. So we are
asking this year that you might
consider donating to this fund so
that we can enable AICM to
continue to feed these children but
to do more in the way of
interventions to try and mitigate
against the many needs. You can
donate to the emergency appeal on
Give.net (via the website or directly by using the following link - click
on the link if in pdf, or type it in, or copy and paste if on paper.)
www.give.net/aicm_coronavirus_appeal or by bank transfer to the
FAICM bank account, or by cheque to the FAICM treasurer. All details
are on the rear page, and/or on the website.
For your prayers:- Your prayer support for God`s work through both
The left-hand
section
right-hand section
Friends
of AICM
and AICM in Uganda The
is essential.
Please be
encouraged to continue to uphold this ministry in your prayers, as Paul
encourages us in his letter to the Philippians chapter 4 and verses 5 and
6:
“The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God”
Give thanks for the faithful commitment and perseverance of the
whole AICM team during these months of the Covid crisis:- for
protection from the virus, for safety in travelling to remote
communities, for their continued endeavours in outreach and
The new latrines
relief.
Pray for wisdom for the AICM board and senior staff at the
beginning of a new year as they take stock and plan for the future.
Give thanks for the new school buildings and girls latrines at
Murubindi Primary school.
Give thanks and pray for Marion, currently working as AICM
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