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Three trustees and five other visitors are preparing to visit Kabale in May
this year in order to be present at the official opening of this school. The
official opening day is to be on 25th May. It will be exciting to join the
staff and children of the school and also AICM and the building team for
a time of thanksgiving for the provision of this new building. We are so
grateful to many of you whose generosity and prayers have brought it
about. Since we last reported, provision has been made for school
furniture and also a much needed new stance of latrines.
Several of our visitors have not visited Uganda or AICM before, so it will
be a great opportunity to explore and also to witness other aspects of the
ministry of AICM. We shall look forward to reporting back after the visit.

The Results of Sponsorship

A proud moment for
a young graduand
who might never
have had the chance,
had it not been for the
love and generosity
of sponsors in the
UK. His gratitude is
overwhelming, and
his story is one of a
number inside, told in
part by himself. You
too could share in and
affect a young
person`s life in this
way.

This is a picture of the
progress being made on the
latrine building at
Rwamahano Primary School.
Building is going well and it
should easily be ready for the
official opening.
Membership, Newsletter, Website and Sponsorship;
Mike & Gill Henderson, Tel:01480 466101, or
email: henderson_michael@sky.com
General enquiries:
enquiries@aicm.org.uk (Copy this address onto an email)
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“A Dream come true”
These were the words written recently by a young man from one of the
rural villages amongst the hills of south west Uganda. He is the fourth in a
family of eight with only a mother to care for them. She could barely
manage to feed her family and after primary education, he dropped out of
schooling altogether, as secondary education in Uganda is not free. He
writes “I joined the street children for a year and life was not easy and I
would spend sleepless nights there. At this time AICM came to my rescue
and asked FAICM to find a sponsor in the UK who could pay my school
fees, which they were able to do. I continued from Level three and
finished Ordinary Level exams in Senior 4 and then went for Advanced
level in another school. My A Levels allowed me to enter a higher
institution. I am now enrolled for an Energy Technology Diploma course
at a forestry college and I will finish in 2019. My sincere appreciation
goes to my beloved sponsor in the UK. Had it not been for her kindness
and spiritual support, I would be in the worst place.“

“By God`s grace, I
am now working as
a librarian and
have been able to
support my
younger sister and
brother through
paying for their
school fees”.
So writes another
young lady from a
desperately poor
family of eight,
who was rescued
by another FAICM
sponsor when she had dropped out of school at secondary level two. She
continues “I would be kept out of school time and again”. This was on
account of her not having the school fees. She adds “I thank my sponsor
so much. Bless all those who give support to needy children like us”
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AICM’s New Motor Cycle
In December 2017, AICM in Kabale took
delivery of a brand new Yamaha DT 125 motor
cycle, a gift largely donated by faithful friends
and supporters from Holy Trinity Church in
Folkstone. Encouraged by their minister and
FAICM trustee, Reverend Roger Smith, the
church has been fund raising towards this since
March 2016 when Roger revisited Kabale,
experiencing first hand the arduous journeys that Andrew, AICM evangelist,
and other travellers to the field need to take daily. Over £3000 was donated and
a new and strong motor cycle, fit for this task, is now available. The picture
shows Andrew, dressed for the journey, and ready for a day`s work. On behalf
of AICM, Faith, the Executive Director has recently written:“I am writing to thank you for your spiritual and financial support that has
enabled us to spread the gospel among all vulnerable communities. With your
support, we have been able to reach out to vulnerable Batwa children, the
youth, and the elderly in areas that are hard to reach. Thank you for the gift
that has made it possible to acquire a Yamaha motor cycle which is strong, fast,
durable and reliable. No words can express our gratitude and how we value
this new motor cycle. It is important for you to know that it will be of great
value to the evangelism coordinator in his day to day work of promoting and
integrating evangelism in all AICM activities, through conducting home visits
to vulnerable households and communities, visiting orphan supported students
both at school and at home, organizing community based devotions and open
air crusades as well as providing guidance and counselling to different groups.
AICM believes these activities will change many people`s lives and the name of
the Lord will be glorified.”

Wedding Congratulations
We were excited to hear that AICM evangelist
Andrew Buhungiro was married on 3rd February
in Kabale in a double wedding ceremony shared
with his brother. The Archdeacon officiated and
Bishop Enoch Kayeeye also took part in the
ceremony. The picture shows Andrew and his
lovely new wife Ruth. Many congratulations
Andrew, and your friends here in the UK would
like to assure you of our prayers for God`s
blessing on you both as you share life together in
His service.
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self-explanatory; the provision of educational sponsorship for an orphan is
clearly life-transforming. However, when we are not providing new
school buildings, 68% of what we send to Uganda is spent on salaries for
the teachers, field workers and others employed by AICM to do the Lord's
work and it has always been difficult to attract donations for this mundane
purpose.
Overwhelmingly these salaries, plus AICM's running expenses, come out
of our General Fund. It is unfortunate that the General Fund has never
received regular income equal to what it has to spend. The current shortfall
is £1,069 a month and we are only able to pay the salaries this year
because of a very small number of astonishingly generous donations
received at the tail end of 2017.
Every now and again I have to inform AICM that in six or four or two
months we might not be able to pay the salaries in full. My best guess is
that I will be in that position again six months from now. If, Dear Reader,
it is your pleasure to relieve this situation then please contact me on 01580
712161 (evenings) or by email at mwlloyd123@btinternet.com with a
view to setting up a standing order.
Michael Lloyd

Peggy Coulthard
We are sad to report the death of Peggy
Coulthard on 10th March. Peggy went to
help AICM in Kabale in 1991 and was a key
figure in the setting up of the Vocational
Training College. AICM Executive Director
Faith writes:"At 93 we thank God for the gift of life
granted to Peggy. I personally know and
remember her as a beautiful, hard working
and smart lady. Peggy was one of the pillars
of AICM Vocational Training College. She
worked so hard to shape the college staff
and courses as a foundation of what the college offers today, and as a result
so many young men and women from poor families have graduated with
skills to make a living as tailors, carpenters, secretaries, builders and in so
many other ways. We thank God for this."
The Trustees would join Faith in her prayer "that the Lord will grant peace
and the comfort that comes from knowing Peggy is with the Lord and all
others who have gone before her" 6

“Achieving success in my
education was like a dream
because I would be chased out
of the school almost every day”
This is how another young man,
now employed as an instructor
at the AICM college of
technology described his
situation. He expresses so much
thanks to his FAICM sponsor in
the UK who was willing to
“help those who cannot help themselves”. He also writes “Had he not been
so kind, I would not be what I am today”
Time and again these young people talk of “rescue”, mentioning being on
the street or being chased from school. All are overwhelmed by the
generosity of sponsors who offer, through FAICM, to give these young folk
the leg up they need, and always they are immensely grateful to God for the
lovely sponsors who help them.
For most of the children in families living in the AICM communities, life is
hard. Even attending primary school is a challenge for many, as although
fees are not required, uniform, food, and school equipment have to be paid
for. Many children have lost one parent and some have lost both, and most
are from large families. To offer six years sponsorship to one of these young
people in order to allow them to benefit from secondary education can be
life changing and have an effect on the rest of the family and the whole
community. AICM look out for the most needy of these children and ones
who will benefit from this help. We in the UK through FAICM would love
to offer more children this opportunity, but need more sponsors. Could this
be something you would consider? Details are in this newsletter. Gill
Henderson, our sponsorship secretary, would love to hear from you. It is
such a worth while thing to do. Listen to another story:“From grass to grace”
“I was born on 5th October 1986. I am a double orphan with four sisters.
My life was in danger for I used to work for food or other basic needs. I had
dropped out of school due to lack of school fees and decided to join the
street children in town, loading potatoes on lorries in our villages to move
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to Kabale town. It was at this point that AICM got help for me through
FAICM who found me a sponsor. With this support, I have been able to
study from senior one in secondary school up to university where I
graduated with a Bachelor degree in business administration. I am so
grateful to more than one sponsor from the UK. I am now married and
blessed with three children and am working as a project officer for AICM
to promote village savings, good sanitation and hygiene practices, and
better agronomic practices among vulnerable resident Batwa communities.
I am also supporting two other children with school fees.”
View from a Sponsor
We were privileged to meet this young man
when a Senior AICM Extension worker
discovered him outside a homestead with no
apparent carer and brought him to the road
side to meet us. AICM investigated his
circumstances and it was clear he was
motivated to make something of himself,
but had no chance of secondary education.
We offered to sponsor him through the
FAICM sponsorship scheme. He worked
hard at his first school, achieving O level
examinations and transferred to a secondary
school in Kabale from where he gained A
Levels. Having supported and prayed for this young man and seen him
flourish, work well, and grow in Christian maturity, we decided that we
would privately take him on through college in order that he might pursue
his dream of becoming an engineer. It has been a privilege for us to watch
him develop and his love and appreciation for us is boundless. We are
privileged in that we have been able to visit Uganda and meet our young
man face to face. We appreciate that this is not always possible, and
communications are not always easy. However we have also been
privileged to meet other students who are being sponsored by caring
friends in the UK and we can assure you that all of them have a great love
and appreciation for their sponsors. They regard them as parents. By
undertaking to support a student through the sponsorship scheme is one
way in which you can make an enormous difference to the life of a young
person, whose circumstances would otherwise prevent the opportunities a
young person should deserve.
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Lenten Batwa Appeal
By the time you
read this
newsletter, Lent,
the official running
period for this
appeal may well
have passed. The
appeal has been
broadcast by word
of mouth and also
on our giving
website:- mydonate.bt.com/Friends of AICM. The Batwa children at the
two AICM primary schools are fed daily, provided with water, school
equipment and uniform by means of a monthly donation from FAICM.
The fund from which this is sent is currently exhausted and so this appeal
is part of our efforts to replenish it and ensure that these children remain
properly equipped and fed daily at school. The idea behind the appeal is to
remember these children and to be thankful for our own rich provision, by
giving up £1 a day during Lent and donating it instead to FAICM. You can
still give to this appeal by sending donations to our treasurer, marked
Lenten Appeal. His address is :
The Treasurer, Friends of AICM, Mr Mick Lloyd, Greenleas,
Orchard Way, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3LN.
I am a UK taxpayer and under the Gift Aid scheme, I would like FAICM
to claim back tax on all donations until further notice.

Signed

Date

A WORD FROM THE TREASURER
I have just completed the accounts for 2017 and what a successful year it
was! We raised twice as much as usual and completed the building of the
new school at Rwamahano. Half the £50,000 cost of that came from our
own supporters and we are humbled by the enthusiasm and generosity
which you have shown.
It is, of course, easier to pitch some appeals than others. The need for a
school where one does not exist is easy to point out; the benefits of an alternative gift of (say) a crop sprayer or a set of school text books are
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