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Pupils and staff at the AICM Rwamahano Primary School are happy to be
part of the opening ceremony for the new school buildings on May 25th.
FAICM chairman Colin Townsend, with two other trustees and a group of
Friends travelled to Kabale for this occasion and to experience more of the
ministry of AICM. This newsletter reports mainly on their visit.
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When are you going back to Uganda?
This question has followed any
discussion I have had with
those I have shared my
experience of visiting AICM in
May of 2018. My answer is
that, having discovered how
little the people in Uganda
have and contrasting it with the
over-abundance of my life, I
Mary, Jenny and America, wife of Amos
wouldn’t return — but that I
would continue to contribute to AICM`s work. People have commented
that they don`t send money to charities because they have heard all of
the scare stories of misuse of funds and people. I have reassured them
that what I discovered was that every
penny received by AICM was stewarded
very carefully and that I had no concerns
about money being spent which didn`t go
directly to the very necessary work.
I am one of the privileged few of AICM
supporters who has been able to discover
the work first hand as a result of a
generous benefactor who provided money
for two of our school`s staff members to
Trek to Rwamahano
visit when Rwamahano’s new school
building was opened. I can reassure you that all staff at AICM give
over and above of their time to the provision of education for people
who are living on the
edge. The prayerful
way they base
everything in their
faith is humbling. The
daily worship in the
chapel at the college
is inspiring and sets
them up for their day;
whether staff or
One of the new classrooms
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memory some funding was raised for the school. Garance was a member of
the 2013 St Ebbe’s visit to AICM.
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Trustees and friends have been concerned over the last few months about
Andrew , the AICM evangelism coordinator. He has been very sick and
needed hospital treatment and rest. We are glad to report that he is now
nearly fully recovered and will shortly be able to return to work. Thanks
be to God for this and we pray that his strength will fully return and for
God to bless him in his ministry.

The Official Opening of the new school at Rwamahano
To refresh everyone’s memory, the old school, which was very
ramshackle, was virtually demolished a couple of years ago in a bad
storm. A quest for funding was initiated and over £50,000 was raised

The left-hand section

The right-hand section

via our many generous supporters, accompanied by a major
contribution from The Allen Trust. The whole. complex was designed
and monitored constantly by Mike Peachey, one of our trustees.
So now we travel forward to late
May, when eight intrepid
travellers set off for Uganda to
be present at the official opening
of the newly built school at
Rwamahano. Three of them
The new latrines
were Mike Peachey with Sue and
Colin Townsend, who are all
trustees of FAICM, accompanied
by Rev Nick Wooldridge, a
regular team leader for the
annual St Ebbe’s visit to AICM.
They were joined by Marc
Schyrr, Friend and donor of solar
audio bibles, Jenny Insch and
Mary Tudge, two primary school teachers at Stanton Harcourt School,
Witney, and Edith La Mache, mother of the late Garance in whose
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student, they leave the
building in the morning
intent on living to the full in
Christ.
The link between our school
at Stanton Harcourt and the
staff and children at
Gifts for the Batwa
Rwamahano and Murubindi
is in its infancy, but we hope that by some simple practical help (providing
easy-to-transport educational items for instance) and fund raising for the project
to provide some solar panels to enable teachers to work once the sun goes
down, and to have some means of charging phones to communicate with others,
will help with staff recruitment and retention. The contrast between the new
rooms at Rwamahano and
those at Murubindi is now
so great that the provision
of a new building at the
latter has to be the next
step. However without the
ability to retain good staff,
the schools will not move
forward. Try to imagine
Murubindi school kitchen
living in a tiny room with
your child in a remote area, accessible only on foot for some of the year, with
no access to running water or electricity, intermittent contact with friends or
family, very limited resources for educational work and you will see that the
staff of both schools need to be special people. Please pray for them and their
students and the staff, and students of Stanton Harcourt School who are
beginning to learn about their counterparts in Uganda.
Jenny Insch, Staff member at Stanton Harcourt School

Buy or give a gift to help the AICM communities
Gifts of school uniforms, school equipment, food for hungry children, fuel
to aid field workers reach needy people, blankets for cold nights on the
hills, clean cooking stoves, livestock - these are some of the gifts that can
be purchased and/or passed on as a gift to others via the FAICM
Alternative Gift scheme. It is an excellent way of helping so many who
lack many of the essentials we all take for granted. Please go online at
www.aicm.org.uk to find the gift brochure, or ask us for one. The choices
will make excellent Christmas gifts.
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Marc’s Story

Mary’s Story
This was my first visit to Africa and I was
overwhelmed by the kindness shown to me
by everyone. Being with AICM was such a
positive experience and allowed me to
begin to understand what daily life is like
for people living in Uganda, the Batwa
communities and especially the children
attending Rwamahano and Murubindi
Primary Schools. The work that AICM do
in the community is valued and appreciated
by everyone with whom we came into
contact, including the young man who took
us on a boat to Bushara Island - it turned
out that he had been a student with AICM
himself. The positive impact that AICM
has on the lives of the Ugandan people,
from tiny babies to supporting adults with
Mary with Marian, Head
of Rwamahano
their own families should not be
underestimated. Photographs and talking about the the work of AICM do
not do it justice, as many people as possible should experience this - it will
change your views on what is important in
life and is more humbling than I can ever
put into words.
Mary Tudge, Staff member
at Stanton Harcourt School

I was kindly invited to go on the
AICM trip to Uganda in May for the
opening of the new school at
Rwamahano. The Lord blessed us
greatly on what was my first visit to
Africa. I was deeply moved by the
many people we saw around us who
have so little and have to work so hard
to survive each day. We were greeted
with warmth and kindness on every
With Batwa Elder, Elias
side, which was very humbling. I was
glad to play a small part in bringing gifts which were
met with such gratitude. I felt it was us who should
feel grateful to our brothers and sisters in Africa who
demonstrate such kindness in adversity and such deep
reliance on the Lord to provide their daily needs. My
main reason for going was to share the gospel, through
audio-bibles, with those who know little of Jesus. My
hope is that His word, directly audible in their own
language, will bring people to repentance and saving
faith in Him who can save souls. I continue to pray that
He will call people to Himself and that the spoken
word will both instruct and comfort many among the
With an audio bible Batwa people. It was a delight to meet even a few of
them and it was an inspiration to meet some of those who had dedicated
themselves to the most neglected people in that region. Thank you Colin
and Sue for inviting me to go!
Marc Schyrr, Friend and Solar Bible Donor

Group
photograph at
Rwamahano
Batwa welcome

Teaching at Murubindi
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