Please remember that the My Donate facility has disappeared from our
website. This was because BT stopped funding it. Our new means of easy
donation was then via the Wonderful platform. Unfortunately, Wonderful
lost it’s backing, so now we are using Give.net. Look for it’s deep red
“Support Us” button on a number of pages on the website. You can use it
for one-off donations and regular ones too.
Remember too that recently FAICM sent £3,187 to AICM in gifts
purchased from the Alternative Gift catalogue. Please look at the new
leaflet for possible presents not just for Christmas, but for any gifts
throughout the year. Ask for one through the post, or as an email
attachment. It is on the website too, under “Get Involved/Alternative
Gifts”. Keep EasyFundraising in mind when you buy on the internet.
Information on how to use it is on our website. It costs you nothing except
a few minutes of your time. It has raised nearly £800 since we started using
it.

Supporting African International Christian Ministry in south-west Uganda
www.aicm.org.uk
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Alocal newspaper report
To make a donation to the work of AICM, please complete this form and
send it with your name, address and cheque to:
The Treasurer, Friends of AICM, Mr Mick Lloyd, Greenleas,
Orchard Way, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3LN.
I enclose a cheque for £..................

For general funds/specific purpose (specify)…………….....................
I am a UK taxpayer and under the Gift Aid scheme, I would like FAICM
to claim back tax on all donations until further notice.

Signed

Date
The ceremony, officials on the left with spectators on the right

Membership, Newsletter, Website and Sponsorship;
Mike & Gill Henderson, Tel:01480 466101, or
email: henderson_michael@sky.com
General enquiries:
Secretary enquiries@aicm.org.uk (Copy this address onto an email)
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Living with the threat of Covid-19 in Uganda
The threat of Covid-19 and government measures taken against it have
inflicted a great amount of hardship on many Ugandans. We hear first
from Stephen, AICM Evangelist:1

As COVID-19 continues to upset
our daily lives, we hope all our
partners are healthy and well. We
are surely living in unprecedented
times where we need God’s
guidance and protection and
continue to put all our trust in Him.
As an Evangelist with AICM, I am
honored to serve in this
amazing organization where Jesus’ love is being manifested during these
trying moments of the coronavirus pandemic. I and my family like any
other beneficiary, have seen God’s hand and provision during the times of
total lockdown through the works of AICM. We have continued to believe
that God is the chief source and controller of everything. We are always
encouraged by the words in Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4:19 “And my
God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus’’.
As with any other Ugandan family, there has not been enough food. We
were worried about any possible spread of the virus to the family, and
restricted movements and social gatherings have all been putting us under
much tension. Food prices have increased, children are at home and they
are always on the run in the neighborhoods which puts them under risk of
the pandemic if cases were to be registered in our locality. We don’t have
much on our plates, but thank God for He has always been our provider
of the daily bread.
But because
our God reigns, we have managed to go through all these
Trek to Rwamahano
challenges
and
have continued serving God through AICM reaching out to
Faith being thanked by
the most
vulnerable
communities in south-western Uganda.
grateful
communities
We continue to give God all the glory and thank our Partners for the
tremendous work they
have done in our lives and
also in the lives of the
marginalized communities
in Africa.
“We serve a Miracle–
working God”.
Blessings!!!!
Stephen Magezi

block and staff room. The fund raising for phase 2 was a massive
achievement by our trustees and supporters during what has become
increasing difficult times worldwide and we thank you all.
We are pleased to announce that phase 2 has now been completed,
apart from a bit of tidying around the building and painting.

The new phase 1
latrine is over to the
far right in the main
photograph.

Phase 2 classroom.
The water tank and
phase 1 classroom are
to it’s right.

Whilst the phase 2 works have been happening, FAICM have been
concentrating their efforts on fundraising for a separate girls latrine
(four stall), and a washroom.
Your support for this project has been amazing and we have now been
able to instruct the contractor, so hopefully it will be ready for use in a
couple of months - all subject to the very hard Covid-19 restrictions
currently in place in Uganda.
Phase 1 classroom
with water tank in
front of it and phase 2
classroom to the left.
Mike Peachey

One of the new classrooms

2
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Please pray:-for Faith and the whole AICM staff, including field workers and teachers,
that they learn to trust in the Sovereign Lord to protect and provide for
them during these difficult times.
- for children and families from the two primary schools and sponsored
students that AICM is able to be in contact with and offer help and
encouragement.
- that the AICM team be given wisdom to enable them to work within
lock down restrictions to reach very vulnerable communities and provide
essential resources especially food.
- for Friends here to give generously in order to allow AICM to offer all
the help needed.

Murubindi Primary School

In our previous newsletter and Spring update we were pleased to
announce that phase 1 of the new school had been completed.
We also announced that, during a visit by two trustees (Colin
Townsend and Mike Peachey) in January, FAICM were able to instruct
the contractor to proceed with the second phase, another 2 classroom
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Stephen`s message gives us an idea of the hardship imposed on everyone as
a result of the lock down measures taken by government. For a time getting
to and from banks was a problem and salaries for staff were held up, but we
thank God that this has now been resolved. However much hardship has
been felt within AICM and the local community, the rural communities and
especially the Batwa who have been so badly affected. Faith writes:In the South-western region of
Gifts for the Batwa
Uganda, the Batwa are among the
poorest and most vulnerable
populations in Uganda
characterized by being the lowest
beneficiaries from most government
development programs and affected
by food insecurity, poor hygiene
and sanitation, low
literacy/education, high mortality
rates, and low or no self-reliance.
The chronically marginalized state of the Batwa exposes them to many
different livelihood security and rights-related needs. At a minimum, all
Batwa must have met their basic needs for land, decent shelter, food, clean
water, and social services before being able to effectively attain social
Murubindi
school kitchen
integration and
self-esteem.
Batwa lack dependable steady household
incomes because they have greatly depended on singing and dancing from
tourists for money, while many others
are manipulated into selling their labour
very cheaply to non-Batwa neighbours
in exchange for food. Notably also,
many have to walk for two or more
hours to water points and social services
such as health centres, schools and
market places. Therefore, amidst the
COVID-19 scare, the plight of Batwa
well-being cannot be ignored.
The current “lockdown” and/or limited movement from place to place in
Uganda as per the presidential directives has not only affected the Batwa’s
chances of getting casual labour opportunities, but has also prevented them
selling their handicraft products in community markets.
3

The movement of Batwa to look for cheap labour as a source of food and
limited income has been curtailed. Their desperate state has brought about
high levels of domestic violence. Starvation is causing Batwa to steal food
from neighbouring gardens.
AICM believes that the vulnerable Batwa need God’s re-assurance of
abundant love to overcome the challenges of life, and recognizes that we
must act to demonstrate this love during this corona virus crisis.
The 2018 Team
We are so grateful for support
offered from Friends of AICM and
also from our partner Pilot Light that
is enabling us to reach out to the
suffering Batwa with food packages,
soap and psycho-social support
services to demonstrate God’s Love
by providing such basic needs in this
heartbreaking time. There are also
other vulnerable people, who, with
movements restricted to comply with stay at home regulations, are struggling
to put food on the table as their daily income is restricted and AICM has
provided emergency assistance.
Faith summarizes the AICM interventions so far:On 8th and 14th April,
visits to Batwa
communities, in association
with Minority Rights Group
for health temperature
checks, informing them of
the virus, and measures
needed for protection and
distribution of posho and
soap. On 20th and 21st
May, with aid from Pilot
Light, distribution of
quantities of posho, beans and soap to Batwa communities. These food packs
should keep families fed for fifteen days, and the distribution also encompasses families with children attending the two AICM Batwa primary schools,
who entirely rely on food distributed to these schools when they are in
attendance.
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A new patron for FAICM
As many of you will know, the Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, is
retiring from his post at the end of June this year. He is, at the same time,
relinquishing most of his charitable patronages, including Friends of
AICM. As a Ugandan, Archbishop Sentamu had first hand understanding
of the ministry of AICM in Uganda, and we have been very grateful for
his patronage.
We have very great pleasure in introducing you to our next patron. He is
the bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, who, as you will see from what
follows, is a long term friend of both FAICM and AICM. He will take up
his position at the beginning of July this year.
I first met Enoch Kayeeye at Wycliffe Hall
in the early 1980s. We became good
friends. I have fond memories of many
conversations with Enoch about his vision
for AICM. My first curacy was in
Wandsworth, and Enoch and Phoebe
stayed with us on occasions. Once AICM
was established, I became a founding
Trustee of the Friends. Rosemary and I
have visited AICM on a number of
occasions, including most memorably with
our then young family of 4 children in
2003. We are also regular visitors to
neighbouring Rwanda and nearby
Burundi. We have a deep love for, and a
commitment to seeing God’s work being
done in this region of East Africa. I am now honoured and delighted to
take up the role of Patron for the Friends. It is exciting to see how AICM
has continued to develop and flourish over the years, and I believe that
ongoing support from the Friends is a key part of how God’s kingdom will
continue to grow through the ministry that AICM exercises.
Paul Butler

A Prayer
"In everything I did I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must
help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus said:- `It is more
blessed to give than to receive`" Acts 20:35
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family developed. Enoch shared with Trevor, among others, his vision of a
charitable organisation to meet the spiritual and material needs of the
people he knew so well as parish priest in Kabale and the surrounding rural
areas of Kigezi in South-West Uganda. On his return in 1983 Enoch
established AICM and Trevor was one of the original supporters. In 1984
he was a member of the first support team, comprising of friends from
Cambridge, Bristol and Oxford, who went to help Enoch in establishing the
work of AICM. Whilst here in the UK, Enoch had set about raising support
for AICM and gradually Friends of AICM developed. When it became a
registered charity in 1992, Trevor was a founder member together with
another Wycliffe colleague and
friend, Gordon Ogilvie, who became
the first chairman. Trevor later
succeeded Gordon as Chairman. He
led a team in 1998 to support AICM
in the building of a health centre at
Kyobugombe, then a team to help
build a children`s home in 2001. In
2013 he returned yet again with a
team from Trinity College to carry
out necessary repairs at Kybugombe
health centre. He returned to Kabale
many more times and remained a
consistent and faithful supporter of
the ministry, never losing his love
for the people and a desire to show
the love of God in real and practical ways. As fellow trustees of Friends of
AICM, all of us pay tribute to a truly humble and gentle man who served
his Lord faithfully and who, in a special way, loved and served the people
of south-west Uganda.
Enoch, now Bishop Kayeeye, paid tribute in this manner:
“Reverend Canon Trevor Williams, a signet ring to his family, the Anglican
Church worldwide, Friends of AICM and AICM Africa, for he has been
loyal, dependable, committed in all matters of partnership between Uganda
and Britain.”
Enoch also gave this fitting tribute from Revelation 14:13 “Blessed are they
who die in the Lord for they will rise again. They will rest from their labour
and their deeds will follow them”
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AICM continues to provide support and social services to children from
the Batwa communities and those students on the FAICM sponsored
students programme.
AICM has also helped some local, vulnerable neighbours and 15 College
of Technology students who found themselves trapped at the college and
unable to return home because of travel restrictions. Posho, beans,
matoke, ground nut flour, sugar and soap were provided for them.
Whilst lock down measures remain in place the situation for most
remains very hard. There are plans for a gradual easing of measures, and
for the return to school and colleges as we move into June. However
nothing is certain and it is still very unclear as to whether the virus will
spread. There will be increased hardship and suffering for some time to
come. Friends of AICM have promised to support AICM as they seek to
live out the love of God in reaching out to those in need. With this in mind
there is a Corona Virus Emergency Appeal Fund.
This can be found at https://www.give.net/AICM_coronavirus_appeal.
If you prefer, you can send a cheque directly to the FAICM treasurer whose
details are:
Mr M Lloyd, “Greenleas”, Orchard Way, Cranbrook, Kent. TN17 3LN.

The January Visit to AICM
In January this year I accompanied Mike
Peachey on a trip to AICM. We flew with
Rwandair, via Brussels to Kigali. This is a
good route as Kigali is only about 70 miles
from Kabale. Although the flight is the
quickest, you have to stay in your seat on the
plane at Brussels, making it a long time to sit
in one place and the food could be better. The
crossing into Uganda was interesting, since
the border is closed to trade. So for us, this
experience was quick. Mike will report on the main purpose of the trip:
to inspect the new classrooms at Murubindi. I shall add just two
anecdotes. We visited Rwamahano school even though it was vacation, to
see the head teacher Marion. One of our supporters had bought a guitar
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for her. She was delighted and has begun to learn to play. We gave
Marion and her young daughter a lift home. On the way, however, after
following the mud track along the Echuya forest, I turned left onto the
main tarmac road through the forest on the way to Kisoro. This, of
course, is the wrong way. I had done this before in the hope of seeing
the great mountain volcano Muhavura
(about 13,540 feet). There was no
chance of that today, but less than a
mile down the road we did see what I
hoped would be there: a small family
of olive baboons begging at the
roadside. Marion and her daughter
were mesmerized. It is intriguing that
so few Ugandans see the wildlife that
we in the West pay a great deal of
money to spot.
This January visit to
AICM was primarily to
meet with the builder and
sign off the first stage of
the Murubindi build. This
photo shows Colin, Mike
and Peter, the builder,
with Stephen at the new
build -with some
interested Batwa children
looking on.
On our day off, Mike and I drove north through the Bwindi Forest where
there are gorillas if you have about $1000 to spend on an overnight stay
and a long trek. We did not have the time or the money for this adventure
but we were rewarded with really good sightings of l’hoests monkeys,
colobus monkeys and many baboons, not to mention a good variety of
birds.
A visit to AICM will also bring you many delights of the region.
Colin Townsend
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Canon Trevor Williams
We were all so saddened to hear of the death
of our dear friend Trevor Williams on 5th
November 2019. A past chairman of Friends
of AICM, Trevor had not been in good health
for a couple of years and his two daughters,
Rebecca and Catherine, had moved him to a
care home in Portobello, Edinburgh, to be near
to them both. He had been happy there and
died peacefully with his daughters by his side.
Three trustees, Colin and Sue Townsend and
Mike Henderson, joined many friends for the
funeral in Portobello on Monday 18th November.
Uganda was a second home for Trevor. He was born in 1938 in Mengo
hospital in Kampala, where his parents were CMS mission partners. His
father
assection
Arch Deacon of Uganda before
independence.
Theserved
left-hand
The right-hand
section Trevor`s
first school years were spent at Kabale Preparatory School in South West
Uganda, where AICM now works. From age 7 onwards he was educated
at Ashdown House and Marlborough School in England. After two years
National Service, he eventually came to Jesus College, Oxford, to study
Theology. Then, reflecting his love of Uganda, he took the two year
course in African Studies at Makerere University in Kampala. It was a
great time to be there, just after independence, when the country was
brimming with hope and confidence, tragically soon to be destroyed by
Idi Amin. Following that came theological training at Westcott House,
Cambridge, and then a first curacy at St Paul’s Church in Clifton, Bristol.
He met his wife Sue in Cambridge and married in 1968. His daughter
The new latrines
Rebecca was born in 1969, and Catherine in 1971. From 1970 until his
retirement in 2005, he was chaplain at Trinity College, Oxford.
AICM founder Enoch Kayeeye met
Trevor when he came to study at
Wycliffe College, Oxford, in 1981.
With Trevor`s background and love
of Uganda, and especially his
remembrance of early schooling in
Kabale, a friendship between Enoch,
his wife, Phoebe, and the William’s
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